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Enhancing the wellbeing of children in cases of international child abduction
The Voice of the child in international child abductions in Europe
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3. Methodology 
3.1 Samples and Procedures 
3.2 Focus Group Discussions 
 
Algemeen Secundair Onderwijs
Technisch Secundair Onderwijs
Beroeps Secundair Onderwijs 
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Figure 1
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3.3 Data Analysis 
3.4 Ethics 
 
 
Qualitative Research Practice. 2nd edition.
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4. Results  
4.1 General Findings 
4.1.1 Family 
 
Figure 1
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4.1.2 Dealing with the abduction 
4.1.3 Organization of the return procedure 
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not
4.1.4 Follow-up after return 
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4.1.5 School 
4.2 Feelings and Attitudes of the Child 
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4.3 Voice of the Child  
4.3.1 Involvement of the child during the conflict and in the decision  
“fully aware of what is happening”
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4.3.2 Right to be heard during the procedure 
4.3.2 Conversation management in general 
4.3.3 Best interests of the child 
4.4 Implications of the Abduction 
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4.5 Emotions and Reactions Assigned to Both Parents 
4.5.1 Responsibilities and rights 
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4.5.2 Abducting parent dealing with the situation 
4.5.3 Left-behind parent dealing with the situation 
4.6 Role of Different Professionals or Support Figures 
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vertrouwenspersonen
4.6.1 Judges 
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4.6.2 Psychologists 
4.6.3 Police 
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4.6.4 Other professionals 
4.6.5 Non-professional support 
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4.7 Attitude of Different Professionals or Support Figures 
4.7.1 Communication 
22 
 
4.7.2 Specific values or qualities  
Group agrees.  
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4.7.3 Information 
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5. Conclusions and Recommendations  
5.1 Parents as Important Figures In The Life Of Children and Young People 
parent’s duty to resolve the conflict
the most important persons of trust
the only ones who can really 
stand up for them. 
not to bring a child into such a loyalty conflict
 
light
http://crossbordermediator.eu/researchreport/categoryid/2.
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to inform the child and 
communicate with him or her in an honest and transparent way
a child’s right to stay in touch 
with both parents ensure this is practically feasible
5.2 Involving children and young people in abduction proceedings 
Age factor
maturity and context or situation
provide enough information on the legal procedure
complexities of the concept ‘the best interest of the child’
evaluated case by case
5.3 Professionals and people providing support 
should encourage parents to reach an amicable solution in the best interests 
of the child
children can choose what type of support would suit them best a voice in 
deciding what such support should look like
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trust, safety, 
child-friendliness, transparency and honesty
training should be made widely available and accessible to all professionals
5.4 Doing research with children and young people 
creative and innovative ideas about how to solve problems
children also have a right to participate in matters affecting them
on with
 
 
https://participationforprotection.wordpress.com/2019/03/28/ethical-issues-in-
research-with-children-and-young-people/.  
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6. Appendix 
Appendix 1: Scenario of the Focus Group 
Introduction and informed consent 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Getting to know each other 
Part 1 of the story 
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Possible questions: 
How would this situation feel for you? 
What would you do? 
Part 2 of the story 
Efteling
Possible questions: 
How would this situation feel for you? 
What would you do? 
Who could help you? 
Does everyone agree? 
Imagine you are one of Eva’s parents, what would you do in this situation? 
Imagine you are one of Eva’s friends, what would you do to help your friend? 
Possible questions: 
How should the return be organized? 
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What are the circumstances the judge must take into account? 
To which aspects should the judge pay attention upon returning the child? (at the level of the 
family/environment/country)? 
Which support figures are needed? Which person do you want to contact? What can that person 
do? 
What information do you need? 
Do you want to have a voice in the final decision? 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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 http://www.childfocus.be/sites/default/files/brochures_parentalabduction_0.pdf
 http://missingchildreneurope.eu/Portals/1/Docs/Compiled_research_report_final.pdf
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Appendix 2: Code tree 
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Emotions and reactions of the child 
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